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THE HOUSEHOLD OF GOD
A Survey of 1 Timothy
Study #1
The Primacy of Grace
(1 Timothy 1:1-20)
I.

INTRODUCTION
A. We are going to begin looking, survey-style, at the book of 1 Timothy together this evening.
B. This letter focuses on Paul’s instruction regarding the functioning of the church, and given that we are
beginning this new work to which God has called us together, I thought it would be appropriate and helpful
to see what Paul says about the functioning of the church.
C. We will not be going verse-by-verse through this letter, in our usual in-depth style. Instead, we will attempt
to take a chapter per week, and spend the next couple of months just pulling out the basic principles of the
letter. At some point in the future, we will spend more time and really dig into the letter.
D. The key verse of the entire letter is 3:15. Here we see that Paul’s intent in the letter is to explain to Timothy
how the body of Christ is to conduct itself, corporately, as the household of God.
E. Today, we will examine Chapter 1, from which we will derive four basic principles.

I.

PRINCIPLE ONE: THE ROLE OF THE TEACHER / THE GOAL OF THE TEACHING (1:3-7)
A. Role of the Teacher: Be Firm
1.

1 Timothy 1:3-4 = The teacher is to instruct any who teach contrary or different doctrines, to stop
teaching. This requires boldness, clarity and resolve (cf. 2 Timothy 1:7).
a.

2 Timothy 1:7 = In the second letter to Timothy, Paul reinforces the truth that God makes us bold!

b.

Titus 1:10-11 = Here, Paul tells Titus of his responsibility to silence rebellious men, empty talkers,
deceivers.

B. Role of the Teacher: Be Faithful
1.

1 Timothy 1:6 = The teacher is to avoid straying. He must not turn aside to fruitless discussion. He must
remain faithful to teach that truth which he was called to teach: the Word of God.
a.

2 Timothy 4:1-5 = In the second letter to Timothy, Paul says that men will eventually want their
ears tickled, so they will turn them aside from the truth. So the faithful teacher is to preach the word
both in season and out of season.

b.

Titus 3:9-10 = Titus is to avoid foolish controversies and such. Factious people are not to be
entertained. They are to be warned twice, and after that, rejected. The teacher must remain
faithful to teach the truth.

C. Role of the Teacher: Be Prepared
1.

1 Timothy 1:7 = A characteristic of false teachers is that they do not understand what they are saying. They
make confident assertions about matters they don’t understand. Put simply, they don’t know what
they are talking about. The teacher must, by contrast, be prepared. He must know and understand
what he is teaching.
a.

2 Timothy 2:14-16 = Here, Paul says again that the teacher is to avoid useless teaching; but instead
he is to present himself approved, unashamed and accurate.

b.

Titus 2:1, 15 = Titus is to speak fitting things, sound doctrine. He is to speak, exhort and reprove
with all authority, to allow none to disregard him. He must know the truth and must be prepared.
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D. Goal of the Teaching: Love
1.

1 Timothy 1:5 = The goal of the teaching is not to be lonely knowledge. It is, instead, to produce love;
and this love is produced as the word of God transforms God’s children, and produces in them three
things:
a.

A Pure Heart. The teaching should be such that it cleanses hearts. The nasty, filthy inward part
of a child of God, the place from which he makes evil decisions, should, as it is exposed to the
truth of God’s Word, become clean, pure and unstained. From a pure heart comes authentic love.

b.

A Good Conscience. As the child of God submits to the teaching, and obeys His Word, the
conscience becomes a useful tool in guiding him in the Spirit, because it becomes good, or clear.
When there is nothing in my conscience to convict me, I am free to love unhypocritically.

c.

A Sincere Faith. The word translated sincere is literally without hypocrisy. It means that my faith is
not two-faced, not double-minded. I’m not playing one role in front of one crowd, and another in
front of another. It affects all areas of my life, all roles, in the same way. It is not a partitioned
faith, and there is no part of my life it does not impact. This kind of faith produces genuine love.

II. PRINCIPLE TWO: THE PLACE OF THE MOSAIC LAW (1:8-11)
A. It Is Good When Used Properly
1.

1 Timothy 1:8 = The obvious corollary to this is that, when used improperly, it is not good.
a.

Romans 7:12 = The Law is good, Paul tells the church in Rome.

B. But It Is NOT for Righteous People
1.

1 Timothy 1:9a = But those who are righteous inwardly have no need of a purely external form of law,
because they are already obeying an inward law of righteousness.
a.

Galatians 3:10 = Paul says that those who are abiding in the realm of the Law are under a curse.

b.

Galatians 5:16 = But believers, called to freedom (Galatians 5:1, 13), are walking by the Spirit, and
so they naturally do not fulfill the desire of the flesh. Thus a Law given to govern that flesh is
rendered unnecessary.

C. It IS for Sinners
1.

1 Timothy 1:9b-11 = The intent of the Law is to govern the conduct of fleshly men, those who do not
have the Spirit of God to guide them. For the elect, it does two vital things:
a.

Galatians 3:22 = The Law shuts everyone up under sin. In other words, it reveals sin, convicting
the heart, and thereby places all men on a level playing field, so to speak (cf. Romans 7:7).

b.

Galatians 3:23-25 = It is our tutor, to guide us to Christ. It points the way, so to speak. It is the
road map. But once the destination is reached, the road map is no longer good for giving
directions, but only for looking back and retracing the route taken.

III. PRINCIPLE THREE: THE PRIMACY OF GRACE (1:12-17)
A. Even the Worst of Sinners Can Be Saved and Put to Use
1.

1 Timothy 1:12-14 = Paul expresses here the reality that even vile, awful offenders can be saved; and not
only saved, but put to good, useful service!
a.

2 Corinthians 5:16-17 = We recognize no one according to the flesh anymore!

b.

Philemon 10-11 = Here Paul says that Onesimus was formerly useless…but now he is useful, both
to Philemon and even to Paul (cf. vs. 16)!

page 3

The Household of God
A Survey of 1 Timothy

Study #1
The Primacy of Grace
1 Timothy 1:1-20

B. Christ Died for Sinners
1.

1 Timothy 1:15-16 = Paul says this is a trustworthy statement, that Christ’s entire purpose for coming
was to save sinners.
a.

Luke 5:31-32 = At Levi’s house, Jesus calls out the Pharisees by saying the healthy need no
Physician, and that He, the Great Physician, had come to save sinners (cf. Luke 19:10).

C. All of this Is to God’s Glory
1.

1 Timothy 1:17 = Paul is very clear about to whom the glory for all of this goes: the only God.

IV. PRINCIPLE FOUR: THE CHURCH IS A BATTLEGROUND (1:18-20)
A. We Must Be Ready to Fight for Truth
1.

1 Timothy 1:18-19 = (see also 2 Timothy 4:6-7) The idea of “warring the good warfare” is not a popular
one, and scores of men and women have fallen from the conflict because they’ve grown weary of the
battle. But this is desertion! In a human army, it would be punishable by court-martial. Paul was
involved in a never-ending battle for truth. NEVER-ENDING. It still hasn’t ended.
a.

2 Timothy 2:1-10 = Paul calls believers soldiers and athletes. The idea is exertion! We can’t be lazy,
or afraid of conflict. Paul’s letters to Timothy are saturated with these kind of ideas.

b.

Jude 3 = The Lord’s half-brother here reminds us that we are to agonize, to contend earnestly for the
faith handed down to us, because there will be attack.

B. We Must Be Willing to Call Out Error
1.

1 Timothy 1:20 = Here, Paul does not give a generic warning about those who have fallen away. He
names them specifically (see also 2 Timothy 2:16-18). This does not mean we have to be unnecessarily
abrasive, and name names every time. But we can’t let fear or concern for political correctness be our
guide in these matters.
a.

Ephesians 5:11-13 = This is God’s business. He is Light, and Light by definition exposes things
otherwise hidden in darkness. If we are to be God’s emissaries, we can’t be afraid to shine the
sunlight into the dark places, regardless of what comes crawling out of those places.

V. PRAYER
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I.

INTRODUCTION
A. We are examining, survey-style, the book of 1 Timothy. Because we are doing a survey rather than a study,
there are several things to bear in mind.
1.

Many things that could be said will not be said.

2.

Many points that could be explained will not be explained.

3.

We will emphasize chapter divisions more than is, strictly speaking, proper.

B. It is vital when looking into God’s Word together, to remember an important principle: We are trying to
change our minds. We want to allow God’s Word to change our thinking. This means we must not allow
our thinking to change God’s Word. This is often difficult, and might be in the passage before us tonight.
C. The key verse of the entire letter is 3:15. Here we see that Paul’s intent in the letter is to explain to Timothy
how the body of Christ is to conduct itself, corporately, as the household of God. Therefore, if we are to
function properly as a body, we must allow God to teach us how.
D. Tonight we will examine Chapter 2, from which we will derive two basic principles: The call and motive
for social intercession; and gender roles within the church.
I.

PRINCIPLE ONE: THE CALL AND MOTIVE FOR SOCIAL INTERCESSION (2:1-8)
A. Intercession Is to Be Made for All Men
1.

1 Timothy 2:1 = We are told to entreat, pray, petition and give thanks on behalf of all men. This means
that our ministry of intercession is not limited to our Christian family. But it does not mean that we
must necessarily involve ourselves in every social action possible. It means we are to pray, and in that
regard we are to have an effect (cf. James 5:16-18). What specifically we should pray for depends on the
situation, but should always include a prayer for salvation, as we will see in a moment. In fact, we are
never explicitly told in Scripture to pray anything for unbelievers except for their salvation.

B. Intercession Is to Be Made for Rulers
1.

1 Timothy 2:2 = In addition to praying for all men, we are specifically told to pray for kings and all who
are in authority. And this is for a purpose: we pray that leaders will make decisions that allow
believers to live tranquil and quiet lives, and to live in godliness and dignity without persecution. This
would include making prayers for those in other places who don’t have the same freedom we do, and
especially for their leaders as well.

C. Intercession Is Pleasing to God
1.

1 Timothy 2:3 = When we imitate Christ by interceding for the world around us, it is good and
acceptable to our God. This is our ultimate motive for doing it. And the fact that it is pleasing to God
would really be reason enough…but Paul gives us more. He explains why this is pleasing to God, to
help us understand even more fully why we should do it.
a.

1 Timothy 2:4 = The root issue is that God desires all men (the same all men we are to intercede
for) to be saved. And it is God who grants the repentance that leads to salvation (Acts 11:18; 2
Timothy 2:25-26).

b.

1 Timothy 2:5-6 = There is only one God, however. Allah and God are not the same. The God of
the Bible is not identical or comparable to any other god anywhere. Since there is only one God,
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and there is only one mediator between God and men (the same men God desires to be saved, and
the same men that we are thus to pray for); and since Christ Jesus, that mediator, gave Himself as a
ransom for all (the same all we are to pray for, the same all God desires to be saved), we are
therefore to lift up prayers for the salvation of all men, to the God who can grant the repentance
that leads to that salvation.
This root reality is altogether outside of personal bias or enmity. It is a higher priority than my
petty disputes. For example, a godly Donald Trump should be praying for Nancy Pelosi’s welfare
and salvation. And a godly Nancy Pelosi should be praying for Donald Trump’s welfare and
salvation. And we are to put aside our differences and disagreements and do the same for all men.
I.

PRINCIPLE TWO: GENDER ROLES WITHIN THE CHURCH (2:8-15)
A. Preface Points
1.

Word Usage. The word men was used several times in the preceding paragraph. There, the word was
the Greek anthropos, which can mean mankind (male and female). In this paragraph, however, the
word men changes to the Greek andros, meaning specifically man, as opposed to woman, which is the
Greek gune, which will be used in this paragraph as well.

2.

Authority (Scripture vs. Culture; Objective Truth vs. Subjective Truth). The point that Paul is
about to elaborate runs absolutely against the grain of modern culture and societal norms. Here and
now, before examining Paul’s words, we must decide which has authority for us: man or God; society
or Scripture. Is the authority for our lives the subjective, trending truth of modern man, which can be
adjusted to fit the needs of our whims, sensitivities, or sense of justice? Or is it the objective,
unchanging truth of God’s Word?

3.

Submission Is Order, Not Inferiority. What in this universe is eternal and unchanging? Only God,
who exists eternally in three persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Is there a hierarchy within the
Godhead? Essentially the answer is yes. Of course under normal circumstances, there is no
disagreement within the Godhead. However, during the events surrounding the Son’s crucifixion,
Christ said, “Not My will, but Yours be done,” (cf. Luke 22:42). Clearly in that moment, the Son willed
something different than the Father, but submitted anyway. He was speaking His Father’s words,
doing His Father’s work, submitting Himself entirely to His Father’s will. The Son was submissive to
the Father. There was clear order established. So, who is better, or superior? The Father or the Son?
The question is nonsense. All three persons of the Godhead are equal in all ways; yet there is order
and submission. God is a God of order, not of chaos, and gender roles derive from this principle, and
not from any sense of inferiority or inequality (cf. 1 Corinthians 14:33-38).

4.

God’s Planned Order, or a Societal Prevention Plan? Some would affirm the authority of Scripture’s
objective truth over the subjective truth of society. And yet in a passage such as the one we are about
to examine, they would argue that Paul’s proscription of women teaching in the church was a result of
the society of Paul’s day where women were not allowed to participate in formal education, and were
therefore unfit to instruct. On serious reflection, this reasoning cannot stand. The Pharisees, for
example, were highly educated…and yet Jesus pronounced them unfit to teach. By contrast, the twelve
apostles, though they were men, were untrained and uneducated (cf. Acts 4:13). If the prohibition
against female teachers were a result of lack of education, these twelve were also unqualified…and yet
Christ Himself appointed them. Ultimately, however, the decisive factor must come from Paul’s
argument itself, and, as we will see, Paul relates this command to God’s created order, rather than to
anything he saw or observed in the society in which he lived. With these thoughts as preface, let’s look
at the principles in play here.

B. The Role of Men
1.

Men Are Not to Be Two-Faced
a.

1 Timothy 2:8a = Men are to be holy, gentle and agreeable, and prayerful, no matter where they
are, no matter what they are doing, no matter by whom they are surrounded. Paul says that a
man is to pray, to lift up holy hands, and to be without wrath or dissension, in every place. This
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means at church, of course. But also at home, at work, at leisure, and anywhere else he might be.
The first principle here is unhypocritical and consistent faith. The second principle here is that
gruffness, crudeness and abrasiveness are not the measure of a man’s machismo. A real man is holy
through and through, agreeable and not unnecessarily abrasive.
2.

Men Are To Lead
a.

1 Timothy 2:8b = When in a group, whenever someone must take the initiative to accomplish
anything, men should be the first to step forward. Men are to be proactive in stepping out to
initiate and lead the work to be done. Men should not be slow to volunteer, or hesitant to get
involved. This kind of weakness was Adam’s sin, when he capitulated the leadership to his wife.
Totally unacceptable.

C. The Role of Women
1.

Women Are to Be Modest
a.

2.

Women Are to Be Active
a.

3.

1 Timothy 2:9 = Women are not to be excessively concerned about outward appearance (although,
to be fair, men sometimes obsess over this as well). This does not mean a woman must dress in
long-sleeved, floor-length frocks at all times. It does not mean she must dress in rags. It does not
mean she must intentionally appear drab and completely unconcerned over her appearance. It
does not means she must go out of her way to appear unattractive, or to adorn herself in such a
way as to make sure no one would ever accuse her of, nor mistake her for, being attractive. It does
mean that outward appearance is fleeting and not of great substance; and she should not forget
that (cf. 1 Peter 3:3). It does mean that she should be aware of her features, and be intentional
about not flaunting them.
1 Timothy 2:10 = Women who claim to be godly ought to back up that claim by being active in
good works and exhibiting godly character. This is true adornment, and is the very definition of
lasting, permanent beauty (cf. 1 Peter 3:4-5). Just because men are to take the lead does not mean
that women are to sit back and enjoy the ride.

Women Are to Listen Quietly, Attentively and Submissively to the Word
a.

1 Timothy 2:11 = Three things are in view in this verse: first, they are to receive instruction quietly;
second, they are to quietly receive it; and thirdly, they are to do so with entire submissiveness. This
means that as men take the lead, women are to be defined by teachability and receptiveness.
i.

Quietly. This does not just mean in silence of mouth. It also means in calmness of spirit. Women
are to put aside the cares of the day long enough to quiet their souls and receive instruction.
The contrast between Martha and Mary demonstrates this perfectly (cf. Luke 10:38-42). This is
one reason why many churches have programs for children, so that women don’t have to be
distracted during that time. They cease to be mothers, wives, aunts or caregivers in that
precious moment, but are simply disciples just like everyone else (cf. Galatians 3:28). They are
equal in every way before Christ, and this is their time to learn as such, without having to be
distracted by the natural cares of a woman. This also means that care must be made during
the preparation of love feasts or other church activities, to avoid letting those preparations
distract during the instruction. Of course this is true of men as well, although that is not the
focus here.

ii.

Receive. This means they are to be receptive. The ears, mind and heart should be open and
eager to intake. The picture is of attentiveness. In preparing the physical body, care is taken
when looking in the mirror. Even greater care should be taken when preparing the spirit for
intaking the Word. This, again, is also true of men…but again, not Paul’s focus here.

iii. Entire Submissiveness. This means that any woman who is naturally argumentative must tame
that instinct in this setting. A woman is not to buckle under the pressure of the word, nor take
offense to it. Her spirit is to be meek within her, and willing to learn. Of course, we’ve
already established that she is listening attentively. So what happens if she hears false
teaching, or other error? It does not mean she is oblivious. But she is not in a position of
authority, and so she must address the matter with her husband (see again 1 Corinthians 14:34-
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38)…and if he is listening attentively also, he will know what she is about to say before she has
to say it, and he can then correct the error with his wife in a spirit of gentle leadership and
kindness, and address the error to the elders.
4.

A Woman Is Not to Teach Men
a.

1 Timothy 2:12 = Paul is very explicit in his instruction here that the proscription against women
teaching involves role reversal. This means that in right circumstances, when there are no men
being taught, she can potentially teach other women. There is no specific prohibition against
women teaching children, either…although it is good that children learn early to receive Bible
teaching from men. And if the men are doing what they are called to do, they will be stepping
forward eagerly to assume that role proactively anyway.
At any rate, the specific prohibition here is against a woman teaching biblical truth to men. And
Paul does not leave us with merely the command here. He also gives us the reason for it.

b.

1 Timothy 2:13 = In the first place, Eve was created to be Adam’s helper, not his leader or teacher.
This indicates clearly, from the beginning, what God’s intent was for appropriate and fitting
gender roles. Again, the concept is order, rather than inferiority or inequality. They were both
created by God specially, and both created in His image. They are both included in the concept of
mankind, and in fact there can be no mankind without them both (see 1 Corinthians 11:11-12). They
are, in short, absolutely equal in the sight of their Creator. But there is order established.

c.

1 Timothy 2:14 = Building on that truth, the Fall of Man described in Genesis 3 is the first, and the
perfect, example of what happens when roles are reversed. Paul is very clear that Eve was
deceived…but that Adam was not. Eve’s emotional nature, and her natural inclination to be led,
made it easy for the serpent to manipulate her thinking. The very thing that made her perfect as
Adam’s ideal partner, also made it extremely dangerous…fatal, even…for her to assume a role
other than the one she was built for. And the account in Genesis 3 is also very clear that Adam’s
sin was not the sin of being deceived or undiscerning. He knew what he was doing was
wrong…but did it anyway, because he made a choice to listen to his wife (who should have been
under his authority), rather than to God (under whose authority he himself should have been) (cf.
Genesis 3:17). He abdicated his leadership role, and allowed Eve to lead…with disastrous
consequences. It is no insult to a woman that she is by nature more in tune with reality,
emotionally speaking. She is what she is because God built her that way. She can be pleased and
satisfied in the way that God built her, because He built her that way to function in her role
perfectly. Without that nature, there would have simply been two Adams in different bodies, who
would not have complemented or corresponded to one another’s needs.

d.

1 Timothy 2:15 = The Greek text here literally says, “…the woman, being deceived, has come into
transgression, but will be saved through the bearing of children, if…” The point is not that barren
or unmarried women cannot be saved. The point is two-fold, actually.
i.

First, just as it was a woman’s role-reversal that precipitated the entry of sin into the
world, so it will be the returning to her proper role that will lead a woman into salvation.
All these others (faith, love, sanctity with self-restraint) are unproductive until she has
mentally subjected herself to the role for which God built her. Like every sinner, man or
woman, she must turn her face away from her own way, and back to God’s. Outward
expressions of “godliness” means nothing if they are not accompanied by genuine
repentance.

ii.

Second, the return to proper gender roles, like the cessation of any sin, means nothing
unless it comes from a tender and repentant heart that has turned in faith to Christ. Put it
this way: faith without repentance is worthless; and repentance without faith is equally
worthless. Together, though, they accomplish salvation. This is true for women as well as
for men. That is Paul’s point.

III. PRAYER
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I.

INTRODUCTION
A. We are examining, survey-style, the book of 1 Timothy. Because we are doing a survey rather than a study,
there are several things to bear in mind.
1.

Many things that could be said will not be said.

2.

Many points that could be explained will not be explained.

3.

We will emphasize chapter divisions more than is, strictly speaking, proper.

B. It is vital when looking into God’s Word together, to remember an important principle: We are trying to
change our minds. We want to allow God’s Word to change our thinking. This means we must not allow
our thinking to change God’s Word. This is often difficult, and might be in the passage before us tonight.
C. The key verse of the entire letter is 3:15. Here we see that Paul’s intent in the letter is to explain to Timothy
how the body of Christ is to conduct itself, corporately, as the household of God. Therefore, if we are to
function properly as a body, we must allow God to teach us how.
D. Tonight we will examine Chapter 3, from which we will derive four basic principles: the desire to lead; the
qualifications for overseers; the qualifications for deacon[esse]s; and, the nature of the church.
II. PRINCIPLE ONE: THE DESIRE TO LEAD (3:1)
A. Preface: The Titles of Leadership
1.

In the New Testament, church leadership is to be provided by one specific group of men. Each church
is to have one of these groups of men to lead it. But the men comprising that groups are given three
interchangeable, synonymous titles in the Scripture: elders, overseers (or bishops), and shepherds (or
pastors). They are different titles for the same men. There are several passages that demonstrate this
reality:
a.

Titus 1:5, 7 = In verse 5, Paul calls these men elders (presbuteros), and then in verse 7, speaking of
the same men, he calls them overseers (episkopos).

b.

Acts 20:17, 28 = Here, verse 17 tells us that Paul is speaking to the Ephesian elders (presbuteros). In
verse 28, Paul tells them that the Holy Spirit has made them overseers (episkopos), to shepherd
(poimenas) the church.

c.

1 Peter 5:1-2 = Peter exhorts the elders (presbuteros) to shepherd (poimenas) the flock, to exercise
oversight (episkopos).

2.

So these three titles describe different facets of the same office. The elder is to be an older, wiser man.
He is to exercise oversight, by having his eyes on the ministry as a whole, to keep it safe and moving in
the right direction. He is also to shepherd the flock, keeping it well-fed and watered, and safe from
predators. The word shepherd (poimenas) is translated pastor in Ephesians 4:11 (NASB), which is from
the English word pasture, which meant to bring a flock to a green place where it could be well-fed.

3.

Incidentally, the Greek word for elder (presbuteros) is the word from which the Presbyterians derive
their affiliated name (they have an elder form of church government); and the Greek word for overseer
(episkopos = literally to watch over), is the word from with the Episcopalians derive their affiliated
name.
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B. The Drive to Lead
1.

1 Timothy 3:1 = Some men, we are told, will have an aspiration to the office of elder. They will desire it,
will wish to function that way in the body. There are three related points given in this verse:
a.

The desire to lead is not bad in itself, unless it is driven by selfish ambition or pride. Rather, God
has put in some the desire to lead. This is a good thing, for otherwise there would be no leaders.

b.

Eldership (oversight, shepherding) is a “fine work.” The word “fine” here is kalos. It means
beautiful, good, or worthy. In other words, the work of an overseer is a beautiful, worthy and
worthwhile work.

c.

Oversight involves work. It requires a great expenditure of time, resources, and energy. No
slackers need apply (cf. 5:17)

III. PRINCIPLE TWO: THE QUALIFICATIONS FOR LEADERSHIP (3:2-7)
A. 1 Timothy 3:1 = The first three “qualifications” are these: the candidate must be male (this is derived from
the fact that none of the descriptors include the possibility of a female candidate); the candidate must not be
a young man (the word elder by its definition means an older man); the candidate must have the desire to
lead. These may not be, specifically, “qualifications” so much as “prerequisites.”
B. BUT…not all older males who desire to lead will be qualified to do so. Paul addresses specific
qualifications in two passages (the one before us in 1 Timothy 3 and also in Titus 1).
C. Before we examine these qualifications, some related points should be made:
1.

Not Lifetime Qualifications. None of these are lifetime qualifications. In other words, the fact that
qualifications exist does not mean that the candidate must have met them all of his life. If this were
the case, there would be no qualified candidates, because all men are sinners.

2.

Perfection Is Not a Qualification. These qualifications are not meant to indicate that a man must have
reached absolute perfection in each area mentioned. Again, this would disqualify any man from
serving.

3.

Reasonable Maturity Over a Reasonable Time. Instead, the idea of these qualifications is that a willing or
desirous candidate must have exhibited reasonable and consistent maturity in these areas over a span
of time sufficient to demonstrate that such maturity is his habit, his practice, his manner of life.

D. 1 Timothy 3:2-7 = Between the two relevant passages (here and in Titus), there are basically twenty-one
character qualifications. Since we are doing a survey rather than a study, we will just mention each
qualification so that we get a general idea of the kind of men Paul says qualify for eldership. Here are the
twenty-one qualifications: the elder must be 1) above reproach, 2) a one-woman man, 3) temperate and selfcontrolled, 4) prudent and sensible, 5) respectable, 6) hospitable, 7) able to teach and also to refute
contradictors, 8) not an alcoholic, 9) not a brawler, 10) gentle and patient, 11) peaceable, 12) free from the
love of money, 13) ruling his household well, 14) controlling his children with dignity, 15) not a new
convert, 16) of good reputation with unbelievers, 17) not self-willed, 18) not quick-tempered, 19) loving
what is good, 20) just, and 21) devout.
1.

The Goal. The goal of these qualifications is not legalistic adherence to external principles. Rather the
goal is to find men who are willing to lead, feed and protect the flock. In doing so, it is vital that we
appoint men who have all three: the desire to lead, the ability to lead and the constitution to lead.

IV. PRINCIPLE THREE: THE PURPOSE AND QUALIFICATIONS OF DEACONS AND DEACONESSES (3:8-13)
A. Preface Material
1.

Terminology. The Greek word diakonos is a masculine noun that literally refers to a waiter, or table
server. Acts 6:1-6 gives us the account of the appointment of the first deacons of the early church.
There were seven of them, and their responsibility was to serve the food at the daily love feasts.
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2.

Deacons Are Not Leaders. The office of deacon is an official church position. They are officially
appointed, are accountable to uphold their responsibilities, and will give an account to God for their
performance and service. However, the office is not one of leadership. The deacons of a church do
not provide ministry direction or make decisions for the protection or spiritual feeding of the flock. In
fact, these officers are specifically appointed to serve in other areas, in order to free up the time for those
who are leading and teaching.

3.

Deacons May Be Male or Female. Many churches teach that deacons, as leaders, must be male.
There are several reasons why I have changed my mind on this issue, however.
a.

In the first place, according to the biblical record, deacons are not leaders. They are servants. And
women are certainly allowed to serve in the church…in fact it is expected of them (cf. Acts 9:36).

b.

Further, our passage in 1 Timothy 3 is the only account anywhere in the Scripture that gives us
explicit instruction regarding the appointment and qualification of deacons. And right in the
middle of the relevant paragraph, Paul gives instruction for the qualification of women. Either Paul
changes topic in the middle of the paragraph, only to return to it again a moment later…or (as a
natural, normal reading implies), the women Paul is referring to are those who are serving as
deaconesses.

c.

And finally, in Romans 16:1, Paul explicitly calls Phoebe a deaconess of the church in Cenchrea.
This passage, in fact, demonstrates an interesting reality. First, Phoebe is a feminine name in
Greek. Second, Paul describes her as a sister, the feminine form of the word for brother. Clearly
Paul is referring to a woman here. And yet Paul calls her a deacon, using the masculine noun.
Why would he refer to a woman by a masculine noun? It is simple enough to understand. At the
time there was no word for a female deacon. And therefore the question becomes (in our passage to
Timothy), if Paul had meant to explain qualifications for female deacons, how could he have said
it? Just the way he did, and only the way he did.

B. Qualifications of Deacons. Paul essentially lists sixteen specific character qualifications for deacons (three
of them from the description in Acts 6). They are remarkably similar to the qualifications for elders, and
four of the qualifications are given specifically for female deacons. Here they are: deacons must be 1) of
good reputation (Acts), 2) full of the Spirit (Acts), 3) full of wisdom (Acts), 4) dignified, 5) not doubletongued, 6) not alcoholics, 7) not fond of sordid gain, 8) holding to the mystery of the faith with a clear
conscience, 9) first tested, 10) beyond reproach, 11) not malicious gossips, 12) temperate, 13) faithful in all
things, 14) showing fidelity to their spouse, 15) managing their children well, and 16) managing their
households well.
C. The Benefits of Serving as a Deacon[ess]. Paul gives two benefits that derive from serving as a
deacon[ess], assuming that one serves well in that capacity. First, the deacon[ess] obtains high standing. It
is a prestigious thing to serve the body in this way (cf. Matthew 20:20-28; Mark 10:45; Luke 22:24-26). Second,
the deacon[ess] obtains great confidence in the faith. When one serves well in the capacity in which one is
called to serve, it produces great and godly confidence.
V. PRINCIPLE FOUR: THE NATURE AND FUNCTION OF THE CHURCH (3:14-16)
A. 1 Timothy 3:14 = Paul was hoping to come to Ephesus soon and see Timothy. But since he wasn’t sure
whether he would be able to do so, and since what he had to say was so important it couldn’t wait, he sent
this letter. What Paul says in these few verses is the key to the entire letter, its purpose and drive.
B. 1 Timothy 3:15a = There is something here that Paul wants Timothy to know: that is, how one ought to
conduct himself in the household of God. In order that Timothy might know this, Paul sent the letter.
Through church history, the Holy Spirit has preserved this letter for us, so that we might read it as well, and
know, as Timothy did, how we ought to conduct ourselves in the household of God. And this is why we
are surveying the letter. We want to know what God expects of us, regarding our conduct in His
household.
C. 1 Timothy 3:15b = Paul identifies the church in four ways here. In two ways, it is related to God. In two
ways, it is related to the truth of God (His Word). These two entities go hand in hand (remember Acts
20:32, when Paul commended this very church to two things: God, and His Word).
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1. The Church in Its Relationship to God

2.

a.

It Is the Household of God. First, we are called God’s household. This means, essentially, that we
are a family. We have one Father (one paterfamilias), and we have been adopted into that Father’s
household as His children and heirs. We are all brothers and sisters. This truth defines the way
we deal with one another, even in times of conflict (cf. 1 Timothy 5:1-2). It also defines the way we
relate to God. We approach Him as our loving Father, giving Him the love and affection, but also
the honor and respect, that is due to Him.

b.

It Is the Church of the Living God. The word church in Greek is ekklesia. It means an assembly, or a
gathering together of those called to the assembly. Its root is from the word that means “to call
out.” In other words, it is the assembly of the called-out ones. So we have been called to assemble, as
a congregation. And as an assembly, as a congregation, we are owned by the living God. Because
He is a living God, His assembly is made up of those who are living as well (as oppose to those who
are dead in their sins). And we are, collectively, therefore, a living entity (cf. 1 Peter 2:4-5).

The Church in Its Relationship to God’s Word
a.

It Is the Pillar of the Truth. In other words, it holds the truth up. A pillar is a structural device on
top of which some other structure sits. It holds that other structure up, raises it above other
structures, and makes it visible. That is how the church functions in relation to God’s word. We
hold it up, raise it above the world around us, and make it visible (cf. Proverbs 1:20-21). We
magnify it, exalt it, proclaim it. In a world bombarded by all manner of beckoning voices, all of
which are announcing deceit and falsehood, the church is the one entity on Earth proclaiming and
magnifying truth. We do this by what we say…and we do this by how we live.

b.

It Is the Support of the Truth. The idea of this picture is one of stability, security, and structural
integrity. When you build a building, you recognize that for the building to last, it must be built to
withstand the onslaught of hostile elements. A weak building will fall at the merest hint of wind.
A strongest structure, however, can withstand raging winds, lashing rains, pounding waves and
even earthquakes. But these strong buildings have been constructed with such contingencies in
mind, and have therefore been enforced with certain structural supports intended to provide
integrity during such events. The truth of God’s Word, in this picture, is like the building. Having
been placed in a hostile environment, it will undergo certain attacks. The church is to function as
its structural support, to provide the building with strong integrity so that it does not collapse
under the weight of such hostility. This is why the ministry of God’s Word is absolutely central to
the work of the church.

D. 1 Timothy 3:16 = Paul expresses, in hymn form, the doctrine of Christ upon which the early church was
founded. In other words, what was this truth the church was built to support? It centers around the person
of Christ, and specifically six facets of this doctrine (arranged in couplets of two contrasting statements).
1.

He Was Revealed in the Flesh, but Vindicated in the Spirit. That is, He was fully human…and also
fully God. The theological term for this truth is the theanthropic union.

2.

He Was Seen by Angels, but Proclaimed Among the Nations. This couplet emphasizes, firstly, the
visibility He had in two different arenas. The angels of heaven saw Him, and He was also visibly
manifested, and proclaimed, to humanity as well. The second implication of this is that He existed in
spirit form in the realm of heaven, before He existed in physical form on earth. The contrast, therefore,
is between eternal preexistence, and temporal earthly existence in time and space.

3.

He Was Believed on in the World, and Taken Up in Glory. This couplet emphasizes two contrasts
as well. First, He was humble but also exalted, both servant and king. Second, He is Savior and Lord.

These contrasts, these dichotomies of Christ’s person, are part of the mysterious truth the church has been
entrusted to protect and proclaim.
VI. PRAYER
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I.

INTRODUCTION
A. Paul wrote this letter to his young protégé, Timothy, whom he had left behind in Ephesus to lead, to feed,
and to correct certain errors happening there. We are surveying this letter chapter by chapter, pulling out
the main principles in our attempt to understand the proper functioning of the household of God.
B. The key verse of the entire letter is 3:15. Here we see that Paul’s intent in the letter is to explain to Timothy
how the body of Christ is to conduct itself, corporately, as the household of God. Therefore, if we are to
function properly as a body, we must allow God to teach us how.
C. It is vital when looking into God’s Word together, to remember an important principle: We are trying to
change our minds. We want to allow God’s Word to change our thinking. This means we must not allow
our thinking to change God’s Word. This is often difficult, and might be in the passage before us tonight.
D. Tonight we will examine Chapter 4, from which we will derive two basic principles: the reality and nature
of desertion; and the discipline and activity of a good servant.

II. PRINCIPLE ONE: THE REALITY AND NATURE OF DESERTION (4:1-5)
A. Desertion Is Unavoidable
1.

1 Timothy 4:1a = Paul here states a truth that is being revealed, explicitly, by the Holy Spirit. This is
not an implied truth, one that can be assumed or inferred. It is being explained clearly, plainly and
unambiguously. Here is that truth: in later times some will fall away from the faith. In other words,
in this age in which we are living, the last times, some who look like true believers will actually
apostatize, a word that simply means to depart from or to leave. This leaving, or departing, reveals that
those who are departing, were never truly a part of the true faith (cf. 1 John 2:18-20). These deserters are
further described. Paul uses three descriptive participles to elaborate: their corrupt input ; their corrupt
scruples; and their corrupt religiosity.
a.

The Logical Flow. The way Paul expresses this follows a logical structure. These deserters are
influenced by corrupted teaching. This corrupted teaching, these lies, corrupt their internal
processes, and their understanding of what is right and what is not becomes seared. Because they
can no longer determine with exactness the difference between right and wrong, they exhibit
wrong behavior, as they attempt to live what they believe is a godly life.

B. The Corrupt Input of Deserters
1.

1 Timothy 4:1b = The first descriptive participle used elaborates the corrupt teaching that infiltrates and
invades into the sphere of “truth” accepted by these deserters. They are led astray, and instead of
giving their attention to the clear and perspicuous truth of God’s Word, they begin to pay attention to
apparent truth that comes from other sources. Paul makes clear here, in a rather incidental way, that
all error comes from demonic influence. This sounds harsh, but after due consideration, it becomes selfevident. The Holy Spirit of God never deviates from exact truth. Therefore any and every deviation
must come from a different source. Whatever is not true is false. Whatever is not from God is from
the devil. Simple enough, once you blow all the smoke of confusion and political correctness out of
the room.

C. The Corrupt Scruples of Deserters
1.

1 Timothy 4:2 = The second descriptive participle Paul uses explains the effect of this corrupted
teaching, this lying input from demons. The deserters’ consciences are cauterized. They are burned,
seared, scorched. The constant exposure to demonic error completely singes the feelers off of their sense
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of right and wrong. As a result, they have no clear guide, no help in discerning good and evil. This
dulling of the senses can be illustrated two ways:
a.

The Curious Child. When a curious or foolish child decides to exhibit a behavior that they know is
unacceptable to their parent, the first such act creates in the conscience a sort of paranoia, a sense
of guilt and a desire to hide. In this moment, the conscience is functioning correctly and as it was
intended. But when the child is not caught, and therefore not immediately chastised, they may
decide to act in the same way again, and again, and again. And with each repeated reinforcement
of the bad behavior, the conscience grows duller and duller until the child can literally find nothing
wrong with their behavior. The conscience has been seared and is useless.

b.

A Square Block in a Round Hole. Anyone who has ever tried to force a square peg into a round hole
knows the frustration of finding that the sharp edges and corners of the peg get in the way, and will
not allow it to dovetail with an incompatible hole. But with the right application of strength or
pressure, the peg can be forced. And repeated forcing wears off the sharp edges and corners, and
erodes the natural shape of the peg into congruence with the hole. The same is true with the
conscience. Repeated pushes past the limits of what is right or acceptable will eventually dull the
sharp edges of the conscience, and render it worthless for its task.

D. The Corrupt Religiosity of Deserters
1.

1 Timothy 4:3 = The third and final participle used elaborates the erroneous view of religion espoused by
these deserters. There are two specific activities described:
a.

They Forbid Marriage. Assuming that sexual expression is inherently sinful or indulgent, they
forbid any such involvement, and instead insist on abstinence as the only godly or pious option.
Obviously, this is not a biblical or God-fearing position, as it was God who instituted marriage,
and who built humanity with both the necessary equipment and the compatible desire for such
sexual expression.

b.

They Abstain from Certain Foods. Although the Old Testament Mosaic Law forbade the nation of
Israel from consuming certain unclean animals, nowhere does the New Testament reassert this civil
law for the church. In fact, the consistent testimony of the New Testament is just the opposite.
Jesus said that it is not what goes into the man that defiles him, but what comes out (Matthew
15:11), and in Mark’s parallel passage, he himself includes a side-note that all things were now
clean (Mark 7:18-19). Paul himself, though Jewish, declared all things clean (Romans 14:14).

2.

1 Timothy 4:3b-5 = In the passage before us, Paul tells Timothy that God created these foods to be
gratefully shared in by believers. The contrast is between everything in verse 4a, and nothing in verse 4b.
Everything is good, nothing is to be rejected.

3.

Outward Religiosity Is Only a Show. In Colossians 2:16 – 3:2, Paul tells the church in Colossae, that such
external principles have the appearance of wisdom. Self-made religion and self-abasement, and severe
treatment of the body look good outwardly, but they are of no value when it comes to true
transformation into the character of our Savior. Therefore we are to remain focused on true godly
conduct, which is more than merely an outward adherence to man-made principles. This is Paul’s
point to Timothy. The deserters Paul has in mind will be characterized by a focus on outward
externals, while neglecting genuine spirituality (see 1 Timothy 4:8; Matthew 23:23-28).

III. PRINCIPLE TWO: THE DISCIPLINE AND ACTIVITY OF A GOOD SERVANT (4:6-16)
A. The Good Servants Delivers Truth
1.

1 Timothy 4:6a = Paul tells Timothy that a good servant points out these things, by which he refers to the
truths mentioned in the previous paragraph. Timothy, if he is to function properly in his role, must
remember that he serves God by telling the truth (even when that is unpleasant), rather than serving
men by telling them what they want to hear. A good servant never accepts surface religiosity, but
rather strives to help his flock seek the deeper, truer piety.
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B. The Good Servant Is More than a Teacher…He Is a Student
1.

1 Timothy 4:6b = He is more than a leader, he is a follower as well. He is, as Paul says, constantly
nourished on faithful words and sound doctrine. He not only knows these truths…he is nourished by
them, and he faithfully follows them. By so doing, he is able to teach more than words. He is able to
demonstrate by his godly life how his flock should live. He follows so that he can be followed. He learns
so that he can teach (cf. 1 Corinthians 4:16, 11:1).

C. The Good Servant Is Not Distracted By False Doctrine
1.

1 Timothy 4:7a = He has nothing to do with worldly fables. He rejects them, refuses them, avoids them.
The word can sometimes mean to beg off when asked to participate in a worthless conversation. Good
servants do NOT have conversations about false doctrine. They refuse to get drawn in, and risk being
entangled, because these conversations are fit only for old women (they are good for babbling or
talking circles, but not good for accomplishing anything godly; see also 2 Timothy 2:16-17, 23).

D. The Good Servant Is Disciplined
1.

1 Timothy 4:7b-10 = He is disciplined for godliness, and not distracted by the allure of mere bodily
discipline, which, as Paul has already pointed out, has the appearance of godliness, but not the
substance. His main thing is to keep the main thing the main thing. Other things are secondary. It is
for godliness, not bodily discipline, that we labor and strive…because we have fixed our hope in a realm
that is different and separate from the bodily realm. This does not mean that physical discipline is
worthless. It has certain benefits, including better health. But it is secondary. Even healthy,
physically-disciplined people die. Every day is appointed, and healthiness won’t extend our lives one
moment beyond what is allotted for us. And so our hope is fixed on a different plane, and we focus
our attention and energy on a different kind of discipline (cf. 1 Corinthians 9:24-27).

E. The Good Servant Commands and Teaches
1.

1 Timothy 4:11 = He commands, prescribes and teaches these things, the things that Paul has explained
and emphasized in the preceding two chapters. He speaks with authority, and teaches clearly and
plainly.

F. The Good Servant Is Also a Model
1.

1 Timothy 4:12 = Even though Timothy was young, we was not to behave like a youth. No godly
Christian at Ephesus would obey the teaching of a young idiot or a childish fool. The good servant
shows himself an example in how he speaks, how he behaves, and how he treats other believers (cf. 2
Thessalonians 3:7-9).

G. The Good Servant Gives Out the Scripture at Every Opportunity
1.

1 Timothy 4:13 = He reads and speaks it publicly, he exhorts and encourages with it, he teaches it when
the opportunities arise. It is his modus operandi, the nexus from which his life and ministry flow.

H. The Good Servant Exercises His Gifts
1.

I.

1 Timothy 4:14 = He is active in the body, and uses his gifts consistently for the benefit of the body to
which he belongs (cf. 1 Corinthians 12:7; 1 Peter 4:10-11). He does not neglect those gifts, or let them sit
and gather dust (see Romans 12:10-11).

The Good Servant Is Devout and Absorbed
1.

1 Timothy 4:15-16 = He takes pains with these things, he is in them, to the extent that people can see his
progress clearly. He pays close attention to himself, and to his teaching, and he perseveres in these things.
He is so absorbed because he realizes one thing…there is no other way to bring salvation to those
listening to him, nor to himself.

IV. PRAYER
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I.

INTRODUCTION
A. Paul wrote this letter to his young protégé, Timothy, whom he had left behind in Ephesus to lead, to feed,
and to correct certain errors happening there. We are surveying this letter chapter by chapter, pulling out
the main principles in our attempt to understand the proper functioning of the household of God.
B. The key verse of the entire letter is 3:15. Here we see that Paul’s intent in the letter is to explain to Timothy
how the body of Christ is to conduct itself, corporately, as the household of God. Therefore, if we are to
function properly as a body, we must allow God to teach us how.
C. We have previously examined the first four chapters, from which we have pulled twelve basic principles: 1.
the role of the teacher / the goal of the teaching; 2. the place of the Mosaic Law; 3. the primacy of grace; 4.
the church as a battleground; 5. the call and motive for social intercession; 6. gender roles within the
church; 7. the desire to lead; 8. the qualifications for leadership; 9. the purpose of, and qualifications for,
deacons/deaconesses; 10. the nature and function of the church; 11. the reality and nature of desertion; and
12. the discipline and activity of a good servant.
D. Tonight we will examine Chapter 5, from which we will derive five principles: 1. handling conflict in the
church; 2. supporting widows; 3. supporting elders; 4. using medication; and, 5. exercising proper
judgment.

II. PRINCIPLE ONE: HANDLING CONFLICT IN THE CHURCH (5:1-2)
A. How? Appeal, Not Sharp Rebuke
1.

1 Timothy 5:1a = The basic instruction here is that we ought not to sharply rebuke one another. In the
NASB, the verb is used as an imperative, but in Greek it is subjunctive, and the imperative is to appeal
(lit. “you should not sharply rebuke an older man, but appeal to him…”). The verb translated sharply
rebuke is a single word, the root of which means to strike, to bully or to treat violently, and it is only used
once in the New Testament (our passage). It is clear that Paul does not intend us to be harsh with one
another in the church. This does not mean that sin should be allowed, since we can’t say anything. It
means that before we speak, we must stop and think. The first thing on the tip of our tongue is probably
not the best thing to say. We must consider, before we speak, regarding what to say and, especially how
to say it. And our demeanor must be one of gentleness rather than sharpness.

B. Why? Because We are Family
1.

1 Timothy 5:1-2 = Within the church, older men are our fathers; younger men are our brothers; older
women are our mothers; younger women are our sisters. Chapter 3:15 says that we, the church, are
the household of God. We are His family, and that binds us together in a relationship that even
supersedes physical, blood relationships (cf. Matthew 12:46-50).

III. PRINCIPLE TWO: SUPPORTING WIDOWS (5:3-16)
A. A Note on Word Usage. Twice in this chapter the word honor is used, a translation of the Greek timao,
which means to honor, to value, or to put a price on something. In both of its uses here, it is used
synonymously with giving financial support. Jesus also uses the word this way, as we will see in a
moment. The principle here espoused is that the church has a financial obligation to certain individuals.
This does not mean that those individuals are obligated to accept the financial aid offered…but it means
that the church must stand ready and willing to offer the necessary help.
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B. The Church Should Help Support its Widows (5:3)
1.

1 Timothy 5:3 = The basic principle is that the church is to help support those who are legitimately
unable to provide for themselves, and the particular emphasis here is widows. The balance of this is
that only those who genuinely and legitimately have no other means of support, are to be financially
aided, which we will examine in a moment. For now, note we are generally expected to provide for
our own needs (cf. 1 Thessalonians 4:9-12; 2 Thessalonians 3:7-12). The church is not a charity or a lazy
person’s meal ticket.

C. A Widow’s Family Is To Provide for Her
1.

1 Timothy 5:4, 8 = Where widows are concerned, the fact that one’s husband may have died does not
mean that one is entirely alone. Any widow who has family in the church…either children or
grandchildren, is to be support by them, rather than the church. Paul makes four basic statements
regarding this concept:
a.

Piety Starts within the Family. Paul says we must first learn to practice piety in regard to our family.
You can’t be a saint at church and a heathen at home. The fundamental principles of how we
treat our church family apply, first and foremost, to how we treat our physical family at home. This
includes the responsibility to support our family as it becomes necessary to do so.

b.

Children Must Pay Their Parents Back. This does not mean that parents are to keep a ledger of every
expenditure related to child-rearing, and then charge their children for it later. Rather, it means
that children must feel a sense of duty toward their parents as they age. Just as parents care for
children when they cannot support themselves, so children must offer recompense by caring for
their parents when they cannot support themselves. This is not optional. It is an unwavering
expectation.

c.

It Is a Matter of Pleasing God. The primary reason that children and grandchildren must offer
financial support to their needy parents and grandparents is not that it benefits either party…it is
because doing so pleases God. It is a matter of obedience, submission, and living in a manner that
is pleasing and acceptable to the Lord.

d.

Refusal Is Treason. Paul says, in verse 8, that those who refuse to follow this principle have denied
the faith, and that they are worse than unbelievers. These are hard, harsh words! Consider the Lord
Jesus’s words:
i.

Matthew 15:4-9 = Our Lord specifically mentions honoring our parents, and says that to neglect
this and to justify such neglect is to invalidate the word of God.

D. Qualifications for Supported Widows
1.

1 Timothy 5:5-6, 9-10 = There are essentially ten qualifications that must apply to a widow before the
church is allowed to financially support her. If she does not meet these prerequisites, the church is not
to be financially responsible for her:
a.

She Must Be a True Widow. This means she must literally be alone in the world, without dependents
or other relatives. This almost goes without saying, in the context, because Paul has already made
clear that widows who have family are to be supported by their families.

b.

She Must Be Single. Widows who either remarry, or who are intimately involved in any such
relationship following the death of their husbands, are not to be support by the church. If they are
involved without being remarried, they are living in sin and must be corrected, not supported. If
they get remarried, their new husband must support them (more on that in a moment).

c.

She Must Be at Least 60 Years Old. Rather self-explanatory. Those who are younger are given
explicit instructions, which we will examine in a moment.

d.

She Must Have Been Faithful to Her Husband. If she was a believer while her husband was alive, she
must have been a “one-man woman,” (same phrase used in 1 Timothy 3:2, 12, only reversed). If
she was a wild woman, and known to be unfaithful, the church is not to support her.

e.

She Must Be Active Doing Good. She must have a reputation within the church for active service.
She is not to be lazy or sluggish, and if she is, she is not to be supported.
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f.

She Must Have Nurtured Her Children. This does not mean she must have had children. It means
that if she had them, she was not neglectful, negligent or careless in her child-rearing.

g.

She Must Show Hospitality. She must be known as a hospitable woman, not a penny-pinching,
suspicious old miser.

h.

She Must Wash Holy Feet. In a world where roads were dusty and feet were only sandaled, most
homes had a servant designated to wash the feet of the household, or visitors to the home. This
phrase does not mean the widow in question must have done this herself. It means that she has a
servant’s heart, not above doing the lowest, most humiliating or menial task. She is not, in other
words, a proud woman, one who believes that the world, other people, God, or the church, owe
her something because of who she is or what she has done.

i.

She Must Help the Oppressed. She must have a reputation for kindness, tenderheartedness, and
willingness to help those who are afflicted or otherwise oppressed.

j.

She Must Be Devoted to Every Good Work. She must be committed to active service. She must be
ready to engage in every good work that presents itself.

Widows who do not meet these qualifications are not to be supported by the church. They are to find other
means of support, so that the church can support those who do meet these qualifications.
E. Younger Widows Are Not to Be Supported
1.

2.

3.

1 Timothy 5:11-13, 15 = Paul is very clear in his instructions that widows younger than sixty years are
not to be supported by the church. Here are the basic reasons:
a.

The Sexual Drive. A younger widow may have committed herself to service for the church, thus
pledging herself to a celibate life. But until a certain age, the sexual drive remains quite strong,
and when she is so driven, she may choose to set aside that pledge, and get married again anyway.
In such a case, she has broken her vow, and makes herself guilty. To avoid this situation, younger
widows are given different instructions than older widows.

b.

The Tendency to Idleness. While this principle is most definitely true for men as well, here Paul is
discussing widows specifically. When a widow who is otherwise capable of providing for herself,
is instead provided for by the church, she has more time on her hands than is good for her, and
nothing worthwhile with which to occupy it. The result is that she may become a gossipy busybody, and allow herself a freedom with her tongue that is not appropriate for any believer. If left
unchecked, this kind of free and loose tongue-wagging can even result in the widow being
sidetracked from her faith. If she was supported financially through this deterioration, the church
effectively paid for her corrosion.

1 Timothy 5:14 = For this reason, younger widows are given explicit instructions by Paul:
a.

Get Married. Younger widows are to find a new husband. This does not mean they are free to be
sexually expressive in the meantime. It means they are to remarry, so they are free to be sexually
expressive without living in sin.

b.

Bear Children. Younger widows are to bear children. This is also self-explanatory. Motherhood
occupies so much of a woman’s time, that it becomes very difficult for a good mother to become
idle or lazy.

c.

Keep House. She is to do the work of maintaining the home, just as she was to do with her first
husband. The cumulative effect of these commands is that she is not to look at her second
husband any differently than her first. Her role has not changed with widowhood. If she
remarries, she is to function as a godly wife, mother and woman, just like she functioned in her
first marriage.

d.

Give the Enemy No Occasion for Reproach. By so doing, she removes the ability of the enemy
(whether Satan or unbelievers) to speak badly of her. Obviously Satan, and those who are his, are
known for slander. But the evil things they speak will not be true. That is the key.

1 Timothy 5:16 = A younger woman is also to financially support any widows in her family. It is,
therefore, appropriate for a widowed mother to live with her daughter and son-in-law, and for the
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younger to support her. I suspect that Paul stated it this way because he has been talking about
women. I doubt he meant that men are exempt from this expectation to care for dependent widows.
IV. PRINCIPLE THREE: SUPPORTING ELDERS (5:17-22)
A. Financial Support for Elders
1.

1 Timothy 5:17-18 = Elders who are fulfilling their roles well are to be considered worthy of double
compensation (here is the second use of the word timao =to honor), and especially the elders who are
laboring diligently at teaching. Again, this does not mean that elders must accept financial support.
But it means that the church must stand ready to offer that support. This mandate exists for two
reasons:
a.

The Old Testament Teaches It By Proxy
i.

b.

Deuteronomy 25:4 = This clear teaching of the Old Testament is quoted by Paul, and he
explains that the purpose of the specific law was to express God’s intent for His ministers to
earn their living so doing (see 1 Corinthians 9:9-14).

Our Lord Taught It Explicitly
ii.

Luke 10:7 = Paul here quotes to Timothy directly from the writings of their mutual friend, and
Paul’s companion and physician, Luke, who quoted Christ as teaching that the one doing the
work is worthy to be paid for the work.

B. The Discipline of Elders
1.

1 Timothy 5:19-20 = Instruction is given here for disciplining church elders. There are basically two
instructions given:
a.

Do Not Receive Unproven Accusations Against an Elder. If someone whispers into your ear that an
elder has done something sinful or inappropriate, Paul’s command is clear. Do not receive that
accusation. Don’t allow it to enter your mind, and don’t allow the accuser to continue or repeat it.
You can’t control what other people say. But you can and must control what you listen to. And
you must not repeat such accusations, nor act on them as though they were true. They are to be
ignored, unless they are confirmed by two or three witnesses, those who have seen or heard the
violation with their own eyes and ears. This does not mean that if a wild accusation or rumor has
been spread to at least three people, you should listen to it. It means if two or three people have
witnessed the transgression themselves, personally, then and only then should the accusation be
received and acted upon.

b.

Sinning Elders Are to Be Rebuked Publically. If a warranted accusation is made, and the elder refuses
to correct the violation, he is to be brought before the public assembly of the church, and rebuked.
This is intended to inspire fear in the other elders, and in the congregation, as a motivation to
avoid similar transgression.

C. The Impartiality of the Instruction
1.

1 Timothy 5:21 = Timothy is charged by Paul to maintain these principles without bias or partiality. No
matter how much Timothy loves the widow, she must not be a burden to the church unless she meets
the qualifications. And no matter how much Timothy loves the elder, if he is continuing in sin he must
be publicly rebuked.

D. The Proper Care in Appointing Elders
1.

1 Timothy 5:22 = Timothy is also instructed not to appoint elders too quickly, without taking proper
care that they are both qualified and chosen of God. If an unqualified man is appointed, and falls into sin,
those who improperly appointed him are guilty as well, and share in his sin. For this reason, when the
church is looking to appoint men to lead and feed it, they must exercise great caution and discernment,
and not move hastily.
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V. PRINCIPLE FOUR: USING MEDICINE (5:23)
A. Just Because It’s Science Doesn’t Mean It’s Wrong
1.

1 Timothy 5:23 = Here, Paul instructs Timothy to utilize a scientific, medicinal remedy for stomach
ailments. This is interesting, because Paul, as an apostle, had the gift of healing, like the other apostles
did. If he was planning on coming soon to Ephesus, as he suggests (see 3:14), why did he not just tell
Timothy to hold on until he could get there and heal him? The strong implication is that medical
science is biblically valid, and that medicinal remedies, so long as they do not distort the mind’s ability
to function biblically (Paul told Timothy to take a little wine, not to drink himself into a stupor), are
also valid and acceptable to God for the believer’s use.
a.

1 Corinthians 6:12 = Here is a warning, however. All things, Paul says, are lawful (that is, anything
that is not expressly sinful, is technically allowed). This includes things such as smoking and
recreational drug use (provided that such use does not break the law, see Romans 13:1-5). But, he
clarifies that not all things are profitable. In other words, using Christian liberty when it is not
beneficial, is absolutely pointless. If I choose to smoke simply because I can, and not because I
derive some good, godly or healthful benefit from it, I am in error, using my liberty foolishly.
Then Paul continues by reaffirming that all things are lawful…but things that enslave us (that are
addictive, to use modern parlance) are absolutely and unequivocally sinful. I cannot be bound by
both slavery to God and by slavery (addiction) to substance use. Whatever ensnares me must be
put aside.

However, the principle remains that medicine, whether herbal or pharmaceutical, is allowed by God,
provided its use does not ensnare me or alter my mental state to the extent that I cannot function
biblically. In fact, Paul himself traveled with a medically-trained physician, Luke; and God used this
physician to write a third of the New Testament…in fact he was the only Gentile used to write any of
the Scripture.
VI. PRINCIPLE FIVE: EXERCISING PROPER JUDGMENT (5:24-25)
A. Two Contrasts
1.

2.

1 Timothy 5:24 = Paul draws a contrast between obvious sin, and those which are hidden from
perception. Some sins are public, some are private. Some are blatant, some are secret. Some can be
detected immediately, and some are only discovered much later. The point is twofold:
a.

Hebrews 4:12-13 = God knows everything…both the obvious sins and the quiet ones (see Matthew
6:4, 6, 18; note Jesus’s repeated statement that our Father sees what is done in secret).

b.

Numbers 32:23 = Sin will out. “Be sure,” says Moses, “your sin will find you out.”

1 Timothy 5:25 = In the same way, some righteous deeds are quite evident…but even those which are
otherwise cannot stay hidden, because God knows them all. This combination of points regarding
both sin and righteous deeds is a clear and direct teaching of our Lord (see Luke 12:1-3).

B. What’s the Point?
1.

Matthew 7:15-23 = We are to exercise godly judgment and discernment. In that sense, we are to be a
judgmental people. Christ’s words in Luke 6:37 are not meant to be a proscription against exercising
appropriate judgment. In context, these words are essentially telling us that we will receive back what
we put out: if we judge, we will be judged; if we condemn, we will be condemned; if we pardon, we
will be pardoned; if we give, it will be given to us. The key is the last statement of verse 38, “…by your
standard of measure it will be measured to you in return.” This is a warning against giving out what
you are unwilling to receive back. It is, essentially, a restatement of the “golden rule” (see Matthew
7:12). We are to be a people of good judgment and discernment. But we must only hold others to a
standard to which we ourselves are comfortable being held.

VII. PRAYER
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I.

INTRODUCTION
A. Paul wrote this letter to his young protégé, Timothy, whom he had left behind in Ephesus to lead, to feed,
and to correct certain errors happening there. We are surveying this letter chapter by chapter, pulling out
the main principles in our attempt to understand the proper functioning of the household of God. The key
verse of the entire letter is 3:15. Here we see that Paul’s intent in the letter is to explain to Timothy how the
body of Christ is to conduct itself, corporately, as the household of God. Therefore, if we are to function
properly as a body, we must allow God to teach us how.
B. We have previously examined the first five chapters, from which we have pulled seventeen basic principles:
1. the role of the teacher / the goal of the teaching; 2. the place of the Mosaic Law; 3. the primacy of grace;
4. the church as a battleground; 5. the call and motive for social intercession; 6. gender roles within the
church; 7. the desire to lead; 8. the qualifications for leadership; 9. the purpose of, and qualifications for,
deacons/deaconesses; 10. the nature and function of the church; 11. the reality and nature of desertion; and
12. the discipline and activity of a good servant; 13. handling conflict in the church; 14. supporting widows;
15. supporting elders; 16. using medication; and 17. exercising proper judgment.
C. Tonight we will examine Chapter 6, from which we will derive six principles: 1. slave/master relationships;
2. the conceited ignorance of dissenters; 3. the godly view of material wealth; 4. the pursuit of
righteousness; 5. the time of Christ’s return; and, 6. guarding our treasure.

II. PRINCIPLE ONE: SLAVE/MASTER RELATIONSHIPS (6:1-2)
A. A Note on Slavery in the New Testament. The Bible never explicitly condemns slavery (neither in the Old
nor in the New Testament). On the other hand, the New Testament never explicitly condones it either.
That is not to say the subject never comes up. But when it does, it is dealt with as it is: simply the social
situation in which the world existed at the time. This does not mean that slavery is a good, or even an
acceptable, practice. But it means that the Scripture (and therefore those who adhere to it) is not
particularly focused on correcting or addressing all of the evil and corrupt social practices that exist in
society. Rather, the Scripture’s focus is on teaching believers to live godly lives in whatever social
circumstances they may live in. This leads us to several conclusions:
1.

Being Born Again Does Not Mean a Change in Circumstances. First, we learn from this that when Christ
saves us, it does not necessarily mean that all my negative physical circumstances will improve. Where
slavery, in specific, is addressed for example, note how Paul deals with slaves in the Roman world who
had been saved (see 1 Corinthians 7:17-24). Whatever circumstance you were in when God saved you, it
is obvious that it is possible to be a saved person in those circumstances. If it weren’t, God couldn’t
have saved you while you were there. And since this is an obvious reality, it leads us to another:

2.

God Expects Us to Live Godly Lives in Every Circumstance. Rich men are to live godly lives. So are poor
men. Free men are to be godly. So are slaves. Jews are to be godly. So are Gentiles. Kings are to
demonstrated godly character. So are peasants. Men with full bellies are to be righteous men. So are
those who are starving. In any and every circumstance in which the Lord places us, we are to live
righteous godly lives right there in that situation. And this is possible because Christ gives us the strength
to do so (see Philippians 4:11-13). This leads us to another clear reality.

3.

Disciplers Must Focus on Improving Spiritual Health, Not Physical Circumstances. Like Paul, all believers are
both disciples and disciplers. As those who disciple others, our focus for them must be on spiritual
growth and development, not on improving life situations. While this does not mean that we are blind
to physical needs, it does involve recognizing the truths of God’s word, which are to be applied by
every person in every circumstance. Neither in our own lives, nor in the lives of those to whom we
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minister, can we accept or affirm the premise that “I will be godly as soon as…” Be godly now! Be
godly right where you are! No excuses.
B. Slave/Master Relationships Today. In the world in which we live, it is true that many are still living as
slaves of one kind or another. Yet in most places, such practice is illegal and illicit. And most of those who
are in that situation are placed there illegally by the threat of force or harm. In that context, slavery, as an
illegal institution, is sin and must be addressed as such. The slavery of Paul’s day was not the same
criminal exploitation that exists today, and so what is said about slave/master relationships does not apply
in the same way under those circumstances. What we learn, instead, is the concept and mentality of godly
submission.
1.

1 Timothy 6:1 = Any believer who is under the authority of another person must honor the one in
authority over him. This involves more than simply saying the right words or doing the right deeds (cf.
Ephesians 6:5-8; Colossians 3:22-25). It involves the right heart-attitude. We are to serve in the sincerity
of our hearts, just like we are serving Christ; because, in fact, we are. And to claim Christ as Lord
while living in rebellion against the human authority Christ has established in our lives, is blasphemy
and rebellion. This is true of the citizen toward his government; the child toward his parents; the
employee toward his employer; the wife toward her husband; and the children of God toward our
heavenly Father.

2.

1 Timothy 6:2 = And if the one in authority over me is a believer, as well, then my standards must not
be lax, but actually even more stringent, because I am bringing benefit to a beloved brother; and in so
doing, I am a vehicle of God’s blessing in that brother’s life.

III. PRINCIPLE TWO: THE CONCEITED IGNORANCE OF DISSENTERS (6:3-5)
A. 1 Timothy 6:3 = The pronouncement Paul is about to make applies to a specific group of people, whom he
will describe in three ways:
1.

Anyone. In other words, there is no partiality. Power, position, prestige or personality make no
difference. If anyone meets the criteria Paul gives, the pronouncement applies to them.

2.

Teaching Other Doctrine. The phrase “advocates a different doctrine” in the NASB is actually rendered
from a single Greek word, heterodidaskaleo. This is the additive side of their behavior, what they do.
They teach a different doctrine.

3.

Not Agreeing With Sound Words. The subtractive side of their behavior, what they don’t do is this: they
don’t come to or approach, healthy words (literally). These healthy words are further apposed in two
ways: they are the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and they are the doctrine conforming to godliness.

In other words, the pronouncement that Paul is about to make applies to anyone who does teach error, and
who does not approach truth correctly and consistently. What does Paul want Timothy to know about such
people?
B. 1 Timothy 6:4a = Paul describes such a person in two ways. First, he is conceited, or puffed up. He thinks
more highly of himself than he should, and exalts himself in a way that is both inappropriate and out of
touch with reality. Second, he understands nothing. He thinks he has wisdom, he thinks he knows and
perceives truth. But in reality, he does not have a grasp of even the most basic of truth, let alone the deep
things he thinks he knows (cf. Jeremiah 8:8-9).
C. 1 Timothy 6:4b-5a = Rather than being absorbed with healthy words, such a person has a morbid interest
(Gr. noseo = nausea, sickness or infirmity) in debating or arguing and disputing about the meanings of
words. Where the teacher of truth is trying to produce love (see 1 Timothy 1:5), this kind of controversy
gives rise instead to envy, strife, abusive language (lit. “blasphemies”), suspicion and a friction that just
won’t let up (Gr. diaparatribo = think a diatribe involving two opposing speakers).
D. 1 Timothy 6:5b = This friction is evil. It is unhealthy, and it is the result of error in the teaching. The men
who perpetrate this error are further described by Paul, using two passive participles: they have been
destroyed in mind, and they have had the truth held back or stolen from them. (The fact that both participles are
passive indicates strongly the existence and action of a demonic enemy working behind the scenes.) These
men have been led to think and believe that the pursuit of godliness is a way of achieving material wealth.
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IV. PRINCIPLE THREE: THE GODLY VIEW OF MATERIAL WEALTH (6:6-10, 17-19)
A. 1 Timothy 6:6 = Paul states that on the other hand, godliness is profitable…but it does not yield its reward in
physical wealth. The wealth resulting from godliness comes in conjunction with contentment, a translation
of the Greek word autarkeia, which means “sufficiency” or “having enough.” In other words, when one
believes one has enough and needs no more, that contentment, combined with true godliness, is very
profitable. Contentment is the key.
B. 1 Timothy 6:7 = This is because everything that earth offers, all its wealth and affluence is temporal and
temporary. When you entered the world, you brought nothing in with you. And when you leave the
world, you will not be able to take anything out with you, either.
C. 1 Timothy 6:8 = So the accumulation and amassing of huge amounts of stuff is pointless and profitless. If
you have food to eat, and clothing to cover your body with, that should be all the satisfaction you need in
this life. Does that sound unrealistic? Think of some living in remote parts of Africa. They literally have
food and clothing…and not much else. And they profess to be quite happy with their lives. Sometimes
going back to the simple basics can be very clarifying to the priorities.
D. 1 Timothy 6:9 = By contrast, the drive to amass a temporal fortune causes those so occupied to fall into three
adverse things:
1.

Temptation. The word means tests or trials. The desire to acquire riches causes the driven one to be
tested and tempted toward evil things in a way that contented people are not. The availability of money
often opens doors…not all of them good ones…that otherwise remain shut. The depravity of the
world is obtainable and available if one can afford it. Those who cannot afford it have an added
protection. Some of the worst degeneracy is not even an option, because the necessary means are
lacking. Poverty, in that sense, can be a blessing.

2.

A Snare. The Greek word, pagis, means to set up a tent that looks attractive on the outside, in order to
lure the victim inside, where death or destruction awaits. Wealth looks good…but its end is often
destruction.

3.

Many Foolish and Harmful Desires. The more money I have, the more ways I can think of to spend it.
The more ways I can imagine, the more I want those things. And many of these resultant desires are
foolish (Gr. anoetos = mindless, against the better judgment) and harmful (Gr. blapto = to hurt, cause
pain or harm). I rush headlong into a stupid activity or behavior, and the result is that I am hurt by it
(cf. Jeremiah 8:4-7), sunk or plunged into ruin, destruction and waste.

E. 1 Timothy 6:10 = This is because the desire for money (the Greek word literally means to be “a friend of
silver”) is a root of all sorts of evil. Just like the roots of a plant allow the plant to grow, so the love of
money is a root that allows all sorts of other evil things to grow. And when one gives oneself to longing
after it, two awful things can happen:
1.

Wandering from the Faith. When a person starts to focus on the acquisition of material stuff, their
attention tends to be turned from the truth of Scripture. The result is that they begin to wander away
from that truth.

2.

Piercing Themselves with Grief. They also tend to substitute the real joy of simplicity for terrible, grievous
anguish and distress. This anguish and distress acts like barbs or arrows, and pierce the soul causing
pain and injury.

F. 1 Timothy 6:17-18 = And yet God does bless some with material wealth (and let’s be honest, in our country
we experience an affluence that most people in this world can’t even imagine). To those in such a position,
Paul instructs Timothy to give what amounts to five commands (the word instruct is the Greek word
parangello, which means to command):
1.

Don’t Be Conceited. The Greek word essentially means proud, arrogant or haughty. Those with
affluence often tend to look down their noses at those without. The world sees haves and have nots.
The church is not to function with such a mindset (see James 2:1-6). So the first command God gives
wealthy believers is not to be arrogant or haughty (cf. Romans 12:16).

2.

Don’t Place Hope or Expectation on Your Money. Your future does not depend on financial security. It does
not. Period. Earthly, material riches are uncertain, in the first place; and temporary in the second
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place. As Paul has already said, you are not taking anything with you when you go into the next life.
So the second command is not to place your hope or your expectations for your future on those
shifting, uncertain and temporary riches. Instead, Paul commands us to put our hope in God (who,
actually, is the Provider of that temporal wealth anyway). And unlike physical wealth, God and His
provision will follow me into the next world. That’s where I need to fix my hope.
3.

Do Good. The wealth that God has given you is not for you to fritter away on silly nonsense. Use it to
do good to others. This does not mean bankrolling someone else’s bad decisions. It means that the
resources that God has given you are to be used, in part, to do what is in the best interest of those
whom He has placed into your life. This is an imperative in Greek, a command.

4.

Be Rich in Good Works. Often when a person has an abundance of financial wealth, they use a good
portion of that to fulfill their desire for entertainment and pleasure (the so-called good life). Paul says
that a higher priority is to place one’s time and resources into good (Gr. kalos, worthy, worthwhile)
work (Gr. ergon, energy, effort). If you have money, don’t let that fool you into thinking that because
you can afford to fulfill every desire, you should waste your time on doing so. Instead, focus on work
that is worthy and worthwhile, and give your time, attention, energy and resources to doing that.

5.

Be Generous and Sharing. John Wesley, the founder of the Methodist movement, is famously quoted as
saying, “Earn all you can, give all you can, save all you can.” His point is that we ought to work hard
to earn as much money as we can. We do this so that we can give as much away as we can…and we
do that so that we can save as many people as possible. While this is backward thinking, in the eyes of
a world that says we should earn as much as we can so we can have a better life for ourselves and our
children, it is actually right in line with biblical teaching. You should work hard to earn as much
money as you can. That way you can give away as much as possible, and by so doing, save as many
souls as you can.

G. 1 Timothy 6:19 = By obeying Paul’s commands here, those who are affluent are storing up a good
foundation for the future that is coming, so that they can really take hold of that new life. It’s all about
being focused on the new world, that new kingdom. We have to start getting our eyes off of this fading
world, and get ready mentally for what is coming!
V. PRINCIPLE FOUR: THE PURSUIT OF RIGHTEOUSNESS (6:11-14A)
A. 1 Timothy 6:11 = The man (and woman) of God, all those that belong to Him and are part of His family, are
to flee (Gr. feugo, fugitive, run away, escape) from the things that sprout from a love of money. We are not
to pursue money or material prosperity (consider Matthew 6:31-33), but instead are to pursue the five things
that Paul mentions here: righteousness, godliness, faith, love, perseverance and gentleness. Our focus, in
other words, is to be on internal character and piety, not on external materialism.
B. 1 Timothy 6:12-14 = Paul commands Timothy (and by extension, us) to do three things:
1.

Agonize the Worthy Agony. We are to stay in the spiritual battle. Keep striving, keep fighting, keep
agonizing (literally). Don’t grow weary, don’t desert in the middle of the altercation, don’t run from
the battlefield. This is the same idea, expressed in different words, that Paul expressed in 1:18. There,
he instructed Timothy to war the good warfare. Here, the emphasis is on the effort we must expend to
keep fighting, rather than on the nature of the fight itself. Keep expending the effort. You can rest in
heaven. 

2.

Take Hold of Eternal Life. This may seem like a strange command, but the basic verb means to grasp,
grab or arrest (cf. Acts 21:33, where the military commander arrested, or took hold, of Paul). Paul is not
saying that Timothy should try to make sure he is saved. He is saying that Timothy should grasp
tightly, or take hold of, that to which he has been called. In other words, it is that truth to which
Timothy should cling tightly. When things get difficult for him in life and ministry, he is to remember
what he was called to, the confession that he made in front of witnesses, and take hold of that truth.

3.

Keep the Commandment. The command here, given in the presence of God the life-giver, and Christ
Jesus the good testifier, is that Timothy must keep (observe, obey, guard) the commandment. He is to
stay focused on his responsibility before God to be holy, and is to observe this commandment without
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stain or reproach. How long does he have to keep that up? Until Christ appears, which leads us into
the next principle…
VI. PRINCIPLE FIVE: THE TIME OF CHRIST’S RETURN (6:14B-16)
A. 1 Timothy 6:14b = Here, at the end of the body of this letter, Paul tells Timothy that the battle will not be
over until Christ returns. Timothy must continue to agonize, fight, pursue righteousness, keep the
commandment. He must not relent or lose hope or heart. He has to keep going, until Christ appears (Gr.
epiphaneias, epiphany) for the church. This serves to remind Timothy that the battle is not endless. It is not
an eternal struggle. There is an end in sight. There is hope for cessation of hostilities! Christ is coming
back. But when will this happen?
B. 1 Timothy 6:15-16 = God has not revealed to any man at any time the exact, preordained moment of the
rapture. Although we can know and be confident in the timeline as given in Scripture, there are no dates
attached to that timeline. Anyone who would attempt to put a specific date on that event is a charlatan, a
hoax, a liar and a false teacher. The angels don’t know the exact date. Even Jesus, while on earth, was not
given that revelation (cf. Matthew 24:36). It is arrogance of the highest order for any man today to claim he
knows what Jesus did not. But the confidence we have is this: God will bring it about at the proper time
(literally, in His own time). It is God’s timing, and therefore it will happen at the exactly perfect moment.
Not a second before. Not a millisecond after. This great God that Paul describes can be trusted. He will
rescue us at just the right moment. Until then, we must be faithful.
VII. PRINCIPLE SIX: GUARDING OUR TREASURE (6:20-21)
A. 1 Timothy 6:20 = The last statement of the letter is an emotional call (O Timothy!) for Paul’s young protégé
to guard (keep watch, protect) the treasure with which he has been entrusted (see 2 Timothy 1:14). This
means that Timothy must be proactive. First, he must keep his eyes on that treasure. Second, he must
avoid being distracted away from it. It is this last aspect that Paul warns against specifically. He tells
Timothy to avoid (Gr. ektrepo = turn away from) three things:
1.

The Worldlies. There is no noun associated with this adjective, therefore it is not a modifier, but a
substantive. The word is bebelos, meaning worthless, pointless things. Timothy must not allow himself
to get sidetracked by things that don’t matter. In other words, the main thing is to keep the main thing
the main thing.

2.

The Empties. Another substantive. Anything that lacks substance or value. Anything that is without
profit or empty. Timothy has to avoid such things. There are things in life and ministry that matter.
There are other things that don’t. Timothy is to exercise discretion to know which are which, and then
turn away from the things that don’t so they don’t distract him from the things that do.

3.

Contradictions of the False Knowledge. The word contradictions is the Greek antithesis. I make a point, you
rebut it. I try to prove a point, you try to refute it. I give you my argument, you try to invalidate it.
These kind of conversations are distracting and pointless. Timothy is to give the truth, and allow no
one to disregard or ignore him (see Titus 2:14). There is not to be a debate about the truth. It is to be
taught and then lived, not argued about. This does not mean that there can never be a legitimate
conversation about the interpretation or application of God’s word. It means that those who hold to
false knowledge are not allowed to give their views on these things. In fact, some men that Paul and
Timothy both knew, had professed this so-called knowledge, and went astray from the faith. Serious
business.

VIII. PRAYER
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